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Message to Our Community 

Dear Green County Community, 

We are excited to share that we have recently completed the Green County Community 
Health Assessment (CHA), a vital process that helps us understand the health needs and 
priorities of our community. This assessment is essential for guiding our health initiatives 
and ensuring we address the most pressing issues affecting our community. We want to  
extend our heartfelt thanks to each of you who helped inform this process by completing 
the community health survey, participating in community conversations, engaging in key         
informant interviews, and attending planning meetings. Your insights and experiences are 
invaluable, and they play a crucial role in shaping the health programs and services we   
provide. 
 

Through this process, we’ve identified key areas of focus, including mental health and 
housing. Your voices have helped illuminate these priorities, and we are committed to     
working collaboratively to enhance the health and well-being of our community. As we 
move forward, we encourage you to stay engaged. Your continued participation and       
feedback will be essential as we develop action plans and implement strategies based      
on the findings of the CHA. 
 

Thank you, once again, for your support and commitment to improving our community’s 
health. 
 

Warm regards, 

RoAnn Warden 

Health Officer/Director  

Green County Public Health 

Jane W. Curran-Meuli 

President 

SSM Health Monroe Hospital 
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Executive Summary 

What is a Community 
Health Assessment?  
The purpose of a Community Health 
Assessment (CHA) is to identify priority 
health issues in a community. Using a 
community engaged process rooted in 
health equity, a CHA is followed by the 
development of a Community Health 
Improvement Plan, which details specific 
actions to address the priority health 
issues.  

 

What’s included in this report?  
This report highlights key findings from the 2024 Green County Community Health Assessment, 
which involved gathering information from a variety of sources, including a Community Health 
Survey, Community Conversations, Key Informant Interviews, and a comprehensive review of 
existing data. 

 
 

 

Community Health 
Survey 

Community 
Conversations &  
Key Informant 
Interviews 

Review of Existing 
Data 

Over 1,300 people completed 
a survey (available online and 
in person; in English and 
Spanish) asking Green 
County residents about the 
best parts of living in Green 
County, perspectives on the 
drivers of health, the most 
important health issues 
facing the community, and 
the most important 
community needs that have 
to be addressed to improve 
health. 

We held a total of four (4)
community conversations with 
members of our community 
who are from historically 
under-represented groups in 
order to better understand 
their perspectives.  
 
We also conducted 13 key 
informant interviews to gain a  
comprehensive understanding 
of the health needs and 
priorities of the Green County 
community. 

A comprehensive review of 
secondary data was 
conducted, using measures 
from the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services 
CHA-CHIP Indicator list. Data 
sources included the U.S. 
Census American Community 
Survey, Youth Risk Behavioral 
Survey, County Health 
Rankings, Behavioral Risk 
Factor Survey, and the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services. 

Assess Community 
Needs and Resources 

Prioritize Issues 

Develop Plan Implement Plan 

Evaluate Progress 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chip/chip-cha-indicator-list.xlsx
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Who was involved?  
The 2024 Green County Community Health Assessment was led by Green County Public Health  
in partnership with SSM Health Monroe Hospital. Members of the Green County Healthy 
Community Coalition were instrumental in the process. 

What are the most important health issues? 
Members of the Green County community were asked: What do you think are the five most 
important health issues/conditions impacting people in your community? By far, mental health 
conditions were identified as the top health condition impacting people in Green County—over 
half of respondents selected this issue. Drug use and abuse and excessive alcohol use were 
the next top concerns, followed by chronic diseases, and adverse childhood experiences. 

 

 
 

 Mental Health 

Drug use and abuse 

Excessive alcohol use 

Chronic diseases 

Adverse childhood 
experiences 
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About Our Community 

Demographics 

Green County has a population of 37,066 that skews slightly older (median age of 43) than the state 
as a whole. It’s a less racially diverse county than the state, with 93% of the population identifying as 
White Non-Hispanic. 

Households are growing in Green County—more women gave birth during the past year than 
Wisconsin as a whole. And, there is very little vacant housing—only 4% of housing units are not 
occupied. Most housing stock is single unit (80%) and owner-occupied. 

A quarter of the county has a bachelor’s degree or higher (compared to 32% in Wisconsin).   

Per capita income of $40,954 is about the same as the amount in Wisconsin, and the median 
household income of $76,080 is a little higher than the amount in Wisconsin. A lower proportion of 
people in Green County are living below the poverty line—6.6% compared to Wisconsin’s 10.7%. 

Overall health outcomes 
In terms of overall health, Green County is “faring 
about the same as the average county in Wisconsin 
for Health outcomes and better than the average 
country in the nation,” according to County Health 
Rankings. Life expectancy in Green County is 79.6 
years. 

Across all age groups, heart disease, cancer, and 
other causes are the top causes of death. Among 
younger age groups, unintentional injuries and 
suicide are leading causes of death.  
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What Makes A Community Healthy 

Health is more than health care 
Health is often thought of as the absence of disease. A more zoomed-out lens shows how factors like 
economic stability, education access and quality, healthcare access and quality, neighborhood 
features, and social and community connectedness all play a role in impacting health. How the 
neighborhood “got to be how it is” further shifts the focus upstream.  

As County Health Rankings puts it, “Many factors contribute to health and the conditions that shape 
thriving, healthy communities. Societal and political structures, systems and policies all influence 
and, in many cases, create environments that determine how long and how well people live. While 
safe housing, good-paying jobs and well-resourced schools are among the factors that make up the 
health of a community, it is how these conditions are created and maintained that determines the 
opportunity for everyone to thrive. As such, supporting healthy communities goes beyond decisions 
about housing, employment, or education; it requires collective input and the power to shift mindsets 
and resources.” 

It’s with this 
perspective—to achieve 
health in a community, 
we can structure things 
in a way so that everyone 
benefits—that we 
approach the 
Community Health 
Assessment. One way to 
assess where we are 
today is to assess health 
disparities, and then 
work to understand the 
root causes of those 
differences. 

 

Source: County Health Rankings and Roadmaps 

https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/what-impacts-health
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/what-impacts-health/county-health-rankings-model
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Social factors have large impacts on health 
Factors that may affect community health are often largely beyond individual behavior. Systemic 
factors such as transportation, jobs, and access to healthy foods and green spaces tend to drive 
community health. When there is a significant difference in health between two or more groups, this 
is called a health disparity. This visual below shows how when it comes to expanding opportunities for 
health, different communities need different kinds of resources to thrive.  

Not every community has the same kind of health issues or experiences the issue to the same degree, 
so each community should be approached in a way appropriate to their unique situation. This is the 
concept at the heart of health equity, which is all about meeting communities where they are, 
addressing specific needs of each community, and not using a one-size-fits-all approach for every 
community.  

 

 

Source: Matt Kinshella 

https://mmt.org/news/equity-illustrated-3rd-place-equity-about-resources
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Community Health Assessment 
Overview 

What is a Community 
Health Assessment? 

The purpose of a Community Health 
Assessment is to identify priority health 
issues in a community. Using a community 
engaged process rooted in health equity, a 
CHA is followed by the development of a 
Community Health Improvement Plan, 
which details specific actions to address the 
priority health issues.  

The 2024 Green County Community Health Assessment featured information from a variety of 
sources. Resident perspectives were gathered via a survey, key informant interviews, and 
community conversations. Alongside these critical inputs, a review of secondary data was 
conducted.  

Community Health Survey 
In April 2024, we developed a survey as a part of the community health assessment process. The 
survey aimed to: 

• Center community perspectives related to social determinants of health (economic security, 
education, housing, food and nutrition, social connectedness, environment and healthcare) 

• Identify community strengths 

• Identify the most important health issues facing the community 

• Identify community needs to improve health 

• Allow for stratification by demographic groups: Spanish-speaking, age 65+, child in home, 
people of color, LGBTQ+, people with a disability, financially strained 

Questions were sourced and modified from other CHAs throughout Wisconsin. The survey was 
available in English and Spanish via Survey Monkey, as well as on paper. Responses were collected 
from the end of April to the beginning of July 2024. 

The survey asked Green County residents about the best parts of living in Green County, 
perspectives on the drivers of health, the most important health issues facing the community, and 
the most important community needs that have to be addressed to improve health. You can 
download and view the Survey Questions (Appendix A), Survey Results Summary Report 
(Appendix B), and Survey Results Summary Slides (Appendix C) online at www.greencohcc.org. 

Assess Community 
Needs and Resources 

Prioritize Issues 

Develop Plan Implement Plan 

Evaluate Progress 

http://www.greencohcc.org
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Who took the survey? 
A total of 1,427 respondents began the survey, with 1,302 completing enough of the survey to be 
included for analysis. With a total county population of 37,093, the sample size is more than 
sufficient. In fact, the respondents comprise 3.5% of the entire county’s residents.  

The respondent demographics align with population-level demographics, with a few exceptions: 
Spanish-speaking households, people of color, and people with disabilities responded at higher 
levels than the population, while people who were 65 and older responded at lower levels than the 
population. 

Demographics Table 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Not all respondents answered every demographic question 
**Respondents could pick more than one race/ethnicity 

Total respondents: 1302*   

Demographics Percent Number 

Age 

18-24 12% 142 
25-34 27% 315 
35-44 24% 271 
45-54 16% 186 
55-64 12% 142 
65 and older 8% 94 
Spanish speaking 

No 96% 1377 

Yes 4% 50 

Race/ethnicity** 

White 59% 774 
Hispanic 9% 118 
Black/African American 7% 96 
American Indian/Alaska Native 7% 

96 
East Asian (Chinese, Japanese, Korean, etc.) 6% 

77 
Middle Eastern/North African 4% 60 
Multi-racial 3% 45 
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 3% 

42 
Southeast Asian (Cambodian, Hmong, Vietnamese) 2% 27 
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Demographics Table (continued) 

 

Demographics % Number 

Children under 18 in household 
Yes 57% 654 
No 43% 499 
Gender 

Woman 61% 697 
Man 36% 415 
Prefer not to say 2% 

25 
Non-binary 1% 

13 
Unsure 0% 2 
LGBTQ+ 

No 83% 944 
Yes 17% 194 
Disability 

No 74% 842 
Yes 26% 303 
Financially secure 

Yes 73% 841 
No 27% 305 
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Community Assets 

Community Health Assessment survey results 
uncovered several key community assets.  

Respondents love Green County’s access to community parks, trails, and green space—they identified 
this as the best part of the county.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next best element of Green County was identified as proximity to family and friends, followed by 
size of the community, safety of the community, and rural lifestyle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the most part, different demographic groups had similar top community assets. For Spanish-
speaking residents, the best part about Green County was that it’s a good place to raise kids—this was 
also in the top five for people of color and people with a child under 18 living at home. People of color 
also included “community events” in their top five. Spanish-speaking residents also highlighted good 
schools and “welcoming community” as top five community assets. 

 

“There seems to be pride in the ag community here.”  

“Farm Land and Farm Community.”  

“Local farms, rolling hills, undeveloped.”  

Quotes from the Community 

“Distance to larger cities is attractive.”  

“Appreciate the small town vibe in Monroe. Also has 
some really nice parks.”  

“Community-minded library offering diverse 
opportunities.” 

Quotes from the Community 
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Drivers of Health 
Survey respondents 
identified strengths 
and weaknesses of 
Green County’s 
social and 
economic context.   

Given the many factors that 
contribute to the health of a 
community, respondents were 
asked about the following drivers of 
health: economic security, 
education, housing, food and 
nutrition, social connectedness, 
environment, and healthcare. 

Around half of respondents agreed 
that the economic security of Green 
County was strong—employment 
opportunities exist, as well as support for people and businesses. However, a third disagreed that job 
training or employment resources are available for those who need them and 32% disagreed that 
there are plenty of jobs available for those who are under 18 years old. 

Over half of respondents agreed that their community provides quality K-12 education, while 57% 
agreed that preschools and early childhood education programs are accessible, and 57% agreed that 
the community promotes racial equity in educational settings. Just over half agreed that the schools 
are well funded. When it comes to childcare, affordability was identified as an issue, with only 36% 
agreeing that childcare was affordable. 

Respondents identified housing as the social determinant of health most lacking in the community: 
35% disagreed that there are affordable places; 41% disagreed that there are enough housing options 
that cater to the needs of different demographics; and 40% disagreed that there are enough 
resources available for people facing housing insecurity or homelessness. 

Respondents mostly agreed that healthy food options are available and accessible; however, a third 
didn’t think local restaurants offer healthy food options. 
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Respondents identified social connectedness 
as a great strength of Green County. People 
care, value, and respect each other. People feel 
safe in their neighborhood. An area for growth 
could be in the community promoting a sense 
of empathy and compassion toward those 
facing challenges or adversity—only 44% agree 
this is happening. 

Respondents rated Green County’s 
environment highly—especially the parks and 
recreational facilities. They thought air and 
water quality are good and it’s easy for people 
to get around regardless of ability. An area for 
improvement could be strengthening sidewalks 
or trails to make walking and biking more safe. 

In general, respondents thought the community had quality and affordable healthcare services. They 
were concerned about access—38% disagreed that people can access healthcare services 
regardless of race, sexual orientation, or immigration status. 

Most important health issue 
By far, mental health conditions were identified as the top health condition impacting people in Green 
County—it’s the only option selected by over half of respondents. Drug use and abuse and excessive 
alcohol use were the next top concerns, followed by chronic diseases, and adverse childhood 
experiences. 

When stratified by group, nearly all groups identified mental health conditions as the top concern, 
with the exception of Spanish-speaking residents (most concerned with chronic diseases); and 
people of color, people with disabilities, and people experiencing financial stress (drug use and 
abuse was their top concern). 

Most important community needs 
The highest number of respondents identified access to affordable housing as the top community 
need, followed by access to mental health services, affordable healthcare, and affordable daycare. 
Good paying jobs and strong economy was the fifth most common response.  
 
All groups indicated housing as the top issue, with the exception of LGBTQ+ respondents who 
identified access to social services/safety net for people who are struggling as the most important 
community need. 
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Community Conversations 

We held four community conversations with members of our community who are from historically 
underrepresented groups in order to better understand their perspectives. Conversations were 
held with high school youth, rural farmers, members of the Spanish-speaking Latino community, 
and individuals in recovery. During the conversations, members of the community were asked to 
discuss the following questions: 
 
• What does a healthy Green County community look like? 
• In order to create a healthy Green County community, what needs to change? 
• What changes would you expect to see in the next year to show we are heading in the right 

direction? 
 
The following themes emerged from the conversations. 

 
 Spanish-speaking Latino community 

• Access to Spanish-language 
healthcare services 

• Financial and legal support 
• Community engagement and        

representation 

Individuals in recovery 
• Increase funding for mental health and recovery programs 

(transportation, long-term, transitional housing) 
• Reduce stigma 
• More sober community activities 

Rural farmers 
• Mental health 
• Access to affordable healthcare (especially for self-employed) 
• Increased access to healthy foods 

High school youth 
• Local resources for mental health 
• Cyberbullying 
• Lack of activities for youth 
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Key Informant Interviews 
A total of 13 interviews were conducted virtually with key informants in the community.  These 
individuals were identified as experts whose input would contribute greatly to a comprehensive 
understanding of the health needs and priorities of the Green County community. Below is a list of 
the questions that were asked and key themes that emerged from the conversations. You can 
download and view additional descriptions of the themes in the Key Informant Interviews Summary 
(Appendix D) online at www.greencohcc.org. 
 

Question Topic 1: Community Health Perceptions 
 
What do you think makes Green County healthy? 
Key themes: 
• Strong sense of community 
• Healthy lifestyle and environment 
• Work-life balance and commute 
• Effective community collaborations and resources 
• High-quality health services 
• Supportive educational environment 

 
Question Topic 2: Current Health Needs/ Challenges, and Disparities 
 
What do you see as the biggest health needs or challenges facing this community right now? 
Key themes: 
• Housing and affordability issues 
• Mental and behavioral health 
• Access to care 
• Substance abuse and mental health 
• Aging and elder care 
• Childcare and workforce participation 
• Limited public health and community resources 
• Economic and social challenges 

 
Are there specific groups within this community that you think experience these health needs or 
challenges more than others? If so, which groups and why? 
Key themes: 
• Latinx and Spanish-speaking community 
• Youth and young adults 
• Elderly community 
• Low-income individuals, families, and those in poverty 
• Individuals with mental health and substance use 
• Children and families 
• Veterans, farmers, and specific occupational groups 
• Individuals facing domestic abuse 

http://www.greencohcc.org
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Key Informant Interviews (continued) 
 
Question Topic 3: Community Strengths 
 
What do you believe are the greatest strengths or assets that this community possesses in terms of 
promoting health and preventing disease? 
Key themes: 
• Strong community involvement and connectedness 
• Strong healthcare and educational systems 
• Collaboration and partnership 
• Vibrant community life and resources 
 

 
Question Topic 4: Potential Solutions 
 
What potential solutions do you see for addressing the health challenges discussed during this 
interview? 
Key themes: 
• Improved healthcare access and mental health 
• Improved housing and community infrastructure 
• Enhanced community engagement and coordination 
• Support for specific populations 
• Nutrition and food accessibility 
• Government programs and services awareness 
• Workforce development and recognition 
 
Question Topic 5: Other Insights  
 
Is there anything else you’d like to share? Anything else that should be considered? 
Key themes: 
• Housing and community engagement 
• Gun violence and safety 
• Built environment and infrastructure 
• Community collaboration and engagement 
• Systemic challenges and the need for change 

“Green County is the type of place I would  
have liked to raise my family in.” 

Key Informant Quote 
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Review of Existing Data 

We pulled from a variety of data sources to inform the 
Community Health Assessment 

While primary data collection—that is, a survey, interviews, and community conversations—served a 
central role in painting the Community Health Assessment data picture, secondary data from other 
sources provided important additional context. Using measures from the Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services CHA-CHIP Indicator list, data were gathered for 95 variables spanning a variety of 
demographics, health behaviors, health outcomes, and community conditions. Metrics were 
compared between Green County and Wisconsin to understand whether there was a topic where 
Green County was consistently worse off than the state. The purpose of this was to assure we were 
not missing a major health area needing attention that was not elevated in the community-sourced 
primary data. Across these key measures, Green County was most often better or no different than 
the state. The areas where Green County was worse than the state largely aligned with areas identified 
by community members as concerns—alcohol and mental health. You can download and view all the 
secondary data that was collected in the Green County Data Indicators List (Appendix E) online at 
www.greencohcc.org. 

 
 

Key secondary data sources 

 

U.S. Census American 
Community Survey 

The U.S. Census Bureau’s survey that provides data on 
demographic, social, economic, and housing 
characteristics 

Youth Risk Behavioral 
Survey 

A school-based survey that collects information about 
the health behaviors and experiences of high school 
students 

County Health 
Rankings 

A data warehouse on health outcomes and factors that 
influence health, including health behaviors, clinical 
care, social & economic factors, and physical 
environment 

Behavioral Risk Factor 
Survey 

A survey that collects information about health-related 
risk behaviors, chronic health conditions, and use of 
preventative health services. 

Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services 

A variety of datasets, including Environmental Health, 
immunizations, birth outcomes, communicable 
diseases, injuries, hospitalizations, opioid treatment 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chip/chip-cha-indicator-list.xlsx
http://www.greencohcc.org
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Prioritizing Key Issues 
An important step in the community health improvement planning process is identifying priorities. 
While there are many important issues to address in the community, we need to focus on 
prioritizing for the greatest impact. In September of 2024, members of the Green County Healthy 
Community Coalition met to review the results of the community health assessment and engage in 
a process to identify priorities. You can download and view the Data Presentation and Priority 
Selection Meeting Slides (Appendix F) online at www.greencohcc.org. The following priority 
selection criteria were taken into consideration:  

 

 

 

• Size of the problem 
• Urgency of the problem 
• Severity of the problem 
• Impact on others 
• Are certain groups impacted more than others 
• Is there a suitable intervention/way to make an 

impact on the problem? 
• Does it make economic sense to address this 

problem? 
• Does the community think it’s a problem and 

want change? 
• Are there any legal/policy barriers to addressing 

the problem? 

If everything is a priority…  
                       nothing is a priority. 

After reviewing the results of the community health assessment, each person was asked to identify 
what they felt were the top 3 priority issues.  Next, they paired with another person and discussed the 
issues, reviewed the criteria, and came to consensus on what they both felt were the top 3 priority 
issues. This process of pairing and sharing repeated until, ultimately, the entire group came together 
and identified the top priority issues: mental health and housing. 

http://www.greencohcc.org
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Mental Health  

58% of Green County survey respondents listed mental 
health conditions as a top health issue.  

Out of 1,165 survey respondents, mental health conditions were identified as the top health condition 
impacting people in Green County—it’s the only option selected by over half of respondents. Drug 
use and abuse and (48%) and excessive alcohol use (42%) were the next top concerns.  

People in Green County feel socially connected. 
Survey respondents identified social connectedness as a  great strength of Green County, which can 
be a protective factor for mental health. People care, value, and respect each other. People feel safe 
in their neighborhood. An area for growth could be in the community promoting a sense of empathy 
and compassion toward those facing challenges or adversity—only 44% agree this is happening. 

79% of respondents agreed that 
people in their neighborhood care about 
each other 

 

 

73% of respondents agreed that their 
community values and respects the 
contributions of all its members, 
regardless of background or identity 

71% of respondents agreed that their 
community works to address social 
isolation and loneliness among its 
residents 

“Knowing our neighbors and 
having more empathy to lift 
up those that live in Green 
County. We all need to work 
together to make sure we 
have a good community to 
live in.” 

Quotes from the 
Community 
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Access to Mental Health Services 
Many adults in Green County experience mental health 
conditions. 

On the whole, adults in Green County have similar numbers of people experiencing poor mental 
health as Wisconsin. However, poor mental health is still very common. Behind each number are 
people who deserve support and treatment.  

Roughly 1 in 6 Green County adults (17.6%) 
say that their mental health was not good for 
14 days or more in the past month.   

95% Confidence Interval: 15.9-19.3% 
Source: CDC PLACES, 2022.  

“There shouldn't be a 6 
month+ wait to receive 
mental health services in 
our community.” 
 
“Access to mental health 
services-there are good 
ones out there, there just is 
such a waiting line for 
them.” 

Quotes from the 
Community 

A lack of providers makes accessing mental health care 
challenging. 
Green County has notably fewer mental health providers compared to Wisconsin as a whole. In 
Wisconsin, there is one mental health care provider for every 420 people. In Green County, there are 
43% fewer providers (one provider for every 740 people.) 

For every 
740 
people in 
Green 
County, 
there is 
only one 
mental 
health care 
provider.  

County Health 
Rankings and 
Roadmaps, 2022.  

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/22c7182a162d45788dd52a2362f8ed65
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/health-data/health-factors/clinical-care/access-to-care/mental-health-providers?year=2023
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/health-data/health-factors/clinical-care/access-to-care/mental-health-providers?year=2023
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/health-data/health-factors/clinical-care/access-to-care/mental-health-providers?year=2023
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Youth Mental Health 
Green County youth also experience mental health 
conditions, including anxiety and suicidal ideation.  

The Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) samples students about a wide variety of topics, 
including mental health.  Anxiety was commonly reported among high school students in Green 
County, and a smaller but important number of students reported considering or attempting suicide.  

Green County fares better overall on all of the below metrics than Wisconsin, but there are still many 
opportunities to improve outcomes for youth mental health.  Behind each number are children who 
deserve support and treatment.  

46% of high school students report 
experiencing significant problems 
with anxiety in the last year.  

14% of high school students report 
seriously considering suicide in 
the last year.  

5% of high school students report 
having attempted suicide in the 
last year.  

95% Confidence Interval: 45-50%. 
Source: Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2023.  

95% Confidence Interval: 13-16%. 
Source: Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2023.  

95% Confidence Interval: 3-6%. 
Source: Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2023.  

https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/yrbs
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/yrbs
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/yrbs
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/yrbs
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Substance Use 

Alcohol use impacts adults and youth in Green County. 
Alcohol use can have ripple effects on a person’s physical health and mental health. It can also be 
deadly for both the person who uses alcohol and people who might be impacted (i.e. drunk driving.) 
Both adults and youth report high levels of alcohol use in Green County.  

1 in 3 students 
had their first alcoholic 
drink before age 13.  
That’s twice as many 
students as Wisconsin 
overall.  

 
33% of Green County students try alcohol 
before age 13.  
95% Confidence Interval: 29-37%.  
Source: Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2023.  

 

47% of high school 
students report ever 
drinking alcohol.  

95% Confidence Interval: 44-50%. 
Source: Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2023.  

9% of high school students 
report binge drinking in 
the past month.   

95% Confidence Interval: 7-11%. 
Source: Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2023.  

1 in 4 Green County adults (24.9%) report 
binge drinking in the past 30 days.   

95% Confidence Interval: 20.8-29.2%. 
Source: Wisconsin DHS Alcohol Use Dashboard, 2022.  

1 in 9 motor vehicle accidents (11.1%) were flagged as 
impaired driving.  
Only 6.9% of crashes in Wisconsin are from impaired driving.   

Source: Wisconsin DOT Crash Comparison Dashboard, 2022.   

https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/yrbs
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/yrbs
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/yrbs
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/alcohol/adult-use.htm
https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/public/Dashboard/
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Housing 

54% of Green County survey respondents listed access 
to affordable housing as a top community need.  

Out of 1,166 survey respondents, access to affordable housing was identified as the top most 
important community need in Green County. It was closely followed by access to mental health 
services (49%). Access to affordable healthcare (43%) and access to affordable childcare (42%) 
followed. All are related to the rising cost of necessary expenses that people need to thrive in Green 
County.  

Less than half of Green County survey respondents thought that there was 
enough housing options for different demographics, or enough support for 
people facing housing insecurity.  
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“Need to address cost of housing, people 
can't afford to buy a house, and rent is so 
expensive, and it makes it difficult for 
young families to make ends meet.” 

Quotes from the Community 

Housing 

Renters are generally more burdened with housing 
costs than homeowners.  

If someone is experiencing housing cost burden, it means their housing costs is 30% or more of their 
monthly household income. Extreme housing  cost burden is when housing costs are 50% or more of 
someone’s monthly household income. In general, renters experience higher levels of housing burden 
in Green County. Homeownership also helps families accumulate wealth, unlike renting.  

All Data: U.S. Census American 
Community Survey 5-year estimates, 
2022. Data tables: B23091, B23070, 
B25003, B25001, B25003A to B25003I  

Renters are roughly twice as likely 
to experience housing cost burden 
than owners.  

Renters are more likely to experience 
extreme housing cost burden than 
owners.  

Green County has a higher proportion 
of homeowners than Wisconsin overall.  

94.7% of housing units in Green 
County are occupied, versus only 89% 
of Wisconsin overall.  

https://data.census.gov/
https://data.census.gov/
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Housing 

People in Green County experience housing concerns 
beyond housing cost burden.   

Housing quality can also influence health. Lead can damage people’s brains and bodies. It especially 
affects children, and children are most commonly exposed from lead-based paint found in buildings 
built before 1978.  

Houses can also have physical problems, such as overcrowding, lacking complete plumbing or kitchen 
facilities, etc. One in five housing units in Green County have either a financial or physical housing 
problem. Financial problems are defied as costs greater than 30% of household income.  

“Better housing options 
for all, not just affordable 
housing - we need 
housing for young 
professionals to 
encourage positive 
growth in our 
community.” 

Quotes from the 
Community 

1 in 5 housing units in Green County have a 
financial or physical housing problem.  

U.S. Census American Community Survey 5-year estimates, 2022. Data table B25123 

3.7% of children under age 6 who were tested for 
lead had a blood lead level of 5µg/dL or greater. 
3.5µg/dL is considered elevated and requires action.  

Wisconsin Department of Health Services, 2018-2021.  

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lead/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lead/sources.htm
https://data.census.gov/
https://data.dhsgis.wi.gov/datasets/wi-dhs::wisconsin-childhood-lead-poisoning-data/explore
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Housing 

Other costs contribute to the overall burden of 
household expenses.  

Major expenses like food and childcare can contribute to stress, as well as leave less money for 
healthcare and health behaviors that promote wellbeing. Green County households on average spend 
31% of their household income on childcare (for households with two children.)  Nearly 1 in 7 children 
in Green County is food insecure, meaning they don’t have enough to eat and don’t know where their 
next meal may come from.  

Green County households spend an estimated 
31% of monthly income on childcare costs 
(for two children).  

Roughly 1 in 7 (13.7%) of children in Green 
County are food insecure.  

County Health Rankings, 2024.  

Feeding America, 2022.  

$47.30 
Hourly wage needed to cover basic 
household expenses for one adult 
and two children in Green County 
County Health Rankings, 2023. 

https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/health-data/health-factors/social-economic-factors/family-and-social-support/child-care-cost-burden?year=2024&state=55&tab=1
https://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2022/overall/wisconsin
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/health-data/health-factors/social-economic-factors/income/living-wage?year=2024&county=55045
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Next Steps 

Now that the issues have been prioritized, we 
need to work together to develop, implement, 
and evaluate a plan to improve the health of 
the Green County Community. This work will 
be done by Work Group members that will form 
for each of the priority issues identified. Work 
groups will be co-led by a member of the 
community and a representative from Green 
County Public Health. Green County Public 
Health staff will provide oversight and support 
throughout the process. 
 
 
Get Involved 
The Green County Community Health Improvement Plan is the COMMUNITY’S plan! 

 
Driven by the community 

Developed for the community 
Implemented with the community 

 
 
If you would like to Join the Email List to stay up-to-date throughout the planning process or Join a 
Work Group, please email info@greencountywi.org.  
 
 

 

Assess Community 
Needs and Resources 

Prioritize Issues 

Develop Plan Implement Plan 

Evaluate Progress 
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